
 
M I N U T E S 

 
AUGUST 18, 2010 LEGISLATIVE MEETING 

 
LOWER SWATARA TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Lower Swatara Township Board of Commissioners, 

held at the Lower Swatara Township Municipal Building, was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by 
President Frank Linn, Sr., 

 
Roll call was taken with the following officials in attendance: 

 
• Frank Linn Sr., President 
• William L. Leonard, Vice President  
• Robert L. Loych, Commissioner 
• Thomas L. Mehaffie III, Commissioner 
• Ronald J. Paul, Manager/Secretary 
• Peter R. Henninger, Township Solicitor 
• Jean R. Arroyo, Recording Secretary 

 
Absent:     
 

• Thomas R. Clark, Commissioner  
• Christopher K. Bauer, P.E., HRG, Township Engineer  

 
 

 
          Residents and visitors in attendance: 
 

• Tom Williams 
 

President Linn welcomed the visitors to the meeting and opened the floor for public 

comments. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:     None 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

A motion was made by Commissioner Loych, seconded by Commissioner Mehaffie, to 

approve the Minutes of the July 21, 2010 Legislative Meeting.  The motion was unanimously 

approved. 



A motion was made by Commissioner Mehaffie, seconded by Commissioner Loych, to 

approve the Minutes of the August 4, 2010 Non –Legislative Meeting.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Loych, seconded by Commissioner Mehaffie, to 

approve Payment of Bills as presented on Warrant No. 2010-7.  The motion was unanimously 

approved. 

 

APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT: 

A motion was made by Commissioner Mehaffie, seconded by Commissioner Loych, to 

approve the Treasurer’s Report for July 2010.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

 Mr. Paul reported that a job conference for the Meade Avenue project was held Monday 

afternoon.  The contract has been signed and executed, and the notice to proceed has been given.  

President Linn stated that he had also attended the meeting, and reemphasized the importance of this 

project.     

 

SOLICITOR’S  REPORT:     

 Solicitor Henninger reported that the Township has received yet another assessment appeal.  

A proposed Stipulation Agreement was received for one of the Prologis warehouses, which is 

owned by Keystone Operating Partners.  The appraiser for Prologis came up with an appraisal of 

$21,500,000 - $22,000,000.  The County’s appraiser presented a figure of $27,000,000.  The agreed 

upon amount is $24,747,500.00.  Solicitor Henninger explained that this is actually a bit higher than 

the current appraisal because of $5,000,000 worth of expansion work that was done in 2008 – 2009.  

In effect, the Township won’t notice any decrease in tax revenue on this one.  Mr. Paul added that 

he also received an assessment appeal from Keystone CVC.  Solicitor Henninger confirmed that 

Keystone CVC is yet another warehouse.  The figure from its appraiser was 9.8 million, the 

County’s appraiser came up with a figure of just over 12 million, and the agreed upon amount is 

$11,200,000.  This is actually several million dollars under the implied fair market value.  Solicitor 
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Henninger explained that part of problem is the need for a county wide reassessment and the 

decrease in the real estate market.  Commissioner Loych questioned if these properties would be 

reassessed when the economy improves.  Solicitor Henninger responded that there should actually 

be a county wide reassessment in about two years.  Commissioner Mehaffie asked if the 

reassessment will be performed if the market is still slow.  Solicitor Henninger explained that it will 

be, since it is mandated.     

 President Linn called for the motion on these two items.  A motion was made by 

Commissioner Loych, seconded by Commissioner Mehaffie, to approve the reassessment of 

Keystone Operating Partners in the amount of $24,747,500.00.  The motion was unanimously 

approved.     

 A motion was made by Commissioner Mehaffie, seconded by Commissioner Loych, to 

approve the reassessment of Keystone CVC LP in the amount of $11,200,000.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

 Solicitor Henninger added that the School District has the biggest stake in these 

reassessments, so these never get to the Township until after the School District has also concurred 

with the figures.     

 

MANAGER’S REPORT:    

 Mr. Paul referenced a request from the Alumni Association to use the old fire department to 

build a float.  He reminded the Board that no long ago, the Athletic Association had requested use 

of the old fire station, and the Board had denied the request due to safety concerns.  President Linn 

agreed that the Board had approved a policy that no organization will be granted permission to use 

the old fire station for safety and liability reasons.  Mr. Paul was directed to advise any other 

organizations presenting similar requests of this policy. 

 Mr. Paul reported that Opening Day of Soccer is August 28; the ceremony for the program 

is scheduled to begin around 11:00 A.M.    

 The list of upcoming meetings was referenced, and Mr. Paul noted that the individuals who 

were at the recent Board meeting to present the concept of student housing in the Eagle Heights area 

will be giving a similar presentation to the Planning Commission next Thursday.   
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:   

Public Safety – Commissioner Mehaffie – stated that he will be joining Mr. Paul and the engineer 

tomorrow to tour the new Highspire Wastewater Treatment Plant.   

Public Works – Commissioner Loych – reported that the Department has completed its paving 

project on Market Street Extended.  It has also paved a section of Hanover Street where 225 feet of 

drainage pipe was replaced.  The department is scheduled to begin its paving project on Longview 

Drive the week of August 30.  This will include the section of road between Route 441 and Cockley 

Road.  Other recent jobs of the department include mowing shoulders, trimming playgrounds, and 

working on the soccer fields in preparation for opening day of soccer.  The dumpster will be 

available to residents on Saturday, September 11, from 8:00 A.M. to Noon.  This is the second 

Saturday of the month due to the holiday weekend. 

Budget and Finance – Vice President Leonard – reported that cash receipts for the month of July 

totaled $154,345.47.  Major sources of revenues were from Act 511 Taxes, Real Estate Taxes 

(current and delinquent) the SARAA Parking Taxes, and other miscellaneous receipts.  Cash 

expenditures totaled $464,283.69 and were comprised of the two transfers to the payroll account, 

the transfers to the various miscellaneous funds (such as the street light and hydrant funds), the 

quarterly payment for the EMS service, and all invoices due and payable.  Investments totaled 

$688,792.80 with an average annual yield of 0.5%.  Vice President Leonard added that the 

Township recently advertised for an Assistant in the Finance Department.  He, along with Mr. Paul, 

President Linn, and Mrs. Rittner, will take a look at the resumes submitted and provide the Board 

with an update.  Mr. Paul suggested that next Wednesday morning be set aside to review the 

resumes.    

Community and Economic Development  – President Linn --- stated that if there are no objections, 

he would like to reaffirm appointment of Vice President Leonard to the County’s 150th Civil War 

Anniversary Board.  No objections were expressed.  President Linn also noted that he and Mr. Paul 

met with Mr. Nardo and the contractor for the Meade Avenue project.  Work in this area should 

begin any day now.  Mr. Paul will represent the Township on this project, and will be the Board’s 

spokesman.  President Linn again stressed how important this project is, as businesses in the plaza 

are suffering due to the construction.  He noted that he was very encouraged to hear the contractor 

for the Meade Avenue project state that he will work with Mr. Nardo on getting the road which will 

allow access to the shopping center in as soon as possible. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Loych, seconded by Commissioner Mehaffie, to 

table the Final Subdivision Plan for Bryn Gweled East (26 lots), located along Lumber Street, 

immediately south of PA 283, prepared by Dauphin Engineering Co. and submitted by B W 

Partnership.  The plan was recommended for approval by the Planning Commission on May 24, 

2007.   90-day time extensions were granted by the Board on July 18, 2007, November 21, 2007, 

February 20, 2008, May 21, 2008, August 20, 2008, November 19, 2008, February 18, 2009, May 

20, 2009, August 19, 2009, November 18, 2009, February 17, 2010, May 19, 2010, and July 21, 

2010.  The plan is due to expire on November 17, 2010.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Mehaffie, seconded by Commissioner Loych, to 

table and to grant a 90-day time extension, as requested by the developer, on the Final Land 

Development Plan of Residential Retirement Community, Phase 1, located along Fulling Mill Road 

at the intersection of Nissley Drive, prepared by Navarro & Wright, Inc. and submitted by Fulling 

Road LLC.  The plan was recommended for approval by the Planning Commission on November 

15, 2007 with stipulations.  The plan was due to expire on February 20, 2008.  90-day time 

extensions were granted by the Board on February 20, 2008, May 21, 2008, August 20, 2008, 

November 19, 2008, February 18, 2009, May 20, 2009, August 19, 2009, November 18, 2009, 

February 17, 2010, and May 19, 2010.  The motion was unanimously approved.   

A motion was made by Commissioner Loych, seconded by Vice President Leonard, to table 

the Final Subdivision Plan of Old Reliance Farms, Section 18-B (9 lots), prepared by Dauphin 

Engineering, Inc. and submitted by Old Reliance Partnership.  The plan was recommended for 

approval by the Planning Commission on May 27, 2010.  A 90-day time extension was granted by 

the Board on April 21, 2010.  A one-year time extension was granted by the Board on July 21, 

2010.  The plan is due to expire on August 25, 2011.  The motion was unanimously approved.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Mr. Paul stated the first plan under New Business is the Land Development Plan for the 

Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission located at 2850 Turnpike Industrial Drive, prepared by 

Astorino Architects/Engineers and DW LaSota Engineering, Inc. and submitted by the Pennsylvania 

Turnpike Commission.  The plan was recommended for approval by the Planning Commission on 

July 26, 2010 with stipulations which have since been corrected.  The plan is due to expire on 
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September 23, 2010.  Along with this plan is a request for an “Alteration of Requirements” for a 

waiver of the following requirements of the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22, Subdivision and Land 

Development:   A waiver of certain Stormwater Management procedures, as required by Section 

507 – more specifically, the methodology used for run-off calculations as required in Section 26-

111.H(2) Peak Rate of Stormwater Runoff (Planning Commission recommended granting said 

waiver).  Mr. Paul suggested the Board take action on this request prior to plan approval.  A motion 

was made by Commissioner Mehaffie, seconded by Vice President Leonard, to grant the request for 

a waiver of certain Stormwater Management procedures, as required by Section 507 – more 

specifically, the methodology used for run-off calculations as required in Section 26-111.H(2) Peak 

Rate of Stormwater Runoff (Planning Commission recommended granting said waiver).  The 

motion was unanimously approved.  A motion was then made by Vice President Leonard, seconded 

by Commissioner Loych, to approve the Land Development Plan for the Pennsylvania Turnpike 

Commission located at 2850 Turnpike Industrial Drive, prepared by Astorino Architects/Engineers 

and DW LaSota Engineering, Inc. and submitted by the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission.  The 

motion was unanimously approved. 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Mehaffie, seconded by Vice President Leonard, to 

approve Resolution No. 2010-R-11.  This resolution offers for dedication for use as a public road a 

portion of Lakeside Drive, Lakeside Towns.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 A motion was made by Vice President Leonard, seconded by Commissioner Mehaffie, to 

approve Resolution No. 2010-R-12.  This resolution offers for dedication for use as a public road a 

portion of Greenfield Drive, Messick/MASD, located adjacent to Middletown Area School District 

property.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 A motion was made by Vice President Leonard, seconded by Commissioner Loych, to 

approve the Winter Maintenance Agreement with Penn Dot, Agreement Number 390021785, 

Exhibit A, for winter season 2010 – 2011 (year 1 of 5 year agreement).  Mr. Paul added that there is 

also a resolution in conjunction with this agreement.  The resolution basically authorizes the 

President of the Board and the Township Manager to execute the agreement.  A motion was made 

by Commissioner Loych, seconded by Commissioner Mehaffie, to approve Resolution  

No. 2010-R-13, which authorizes the President of the Board and Township Manager to execute the 

Winter Maintenance Agreement with Penn Dot.  The motion was unanimously approved.  A motion 

was then made by Vice President Leonard, seconded by Commissioner Loych, to approve the 
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Winter Maintenance Agreement with Penn Dot, Agreement Number 390021785, Exhibit A, for 

winter season 2010 – 2011.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 A motion was made by Vice President Leonard, seconded by Commissioner Loych, to 

approve third party electrical agreements with Bureau Veritas North America (BVNA); Middle 

Department Inspection Agency, Inc. (MDIA); Commonwealth Code Inspection Service, Inc. 

(CCIS); and Approved Code Services, Inc. (ACS); currently certified by the Pennsylvania 

Department of Labor and Industry for electrical plan reviews and electrical inspections verifying 

compliance with the electrical provisions of the Uniform Construction Code (UCC).  The motion 

was unanimously approved. 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Mehaffie, seconded by Vice President Leonard, to 

approve a proposal from HRG, Inc. for Lower Swatara Township’s Permit Year #8 of NPDES 

Phase II MS4.  Mr. Paul added that this pertains to the Chesapeake Bay initiative.  In response to a 

question from President Linn, Mr. Paul stated that the cost of this proposal is $8,000.  The motion 

was unanimously approved. 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Loych, seconded by Commissioner Mehaffie, to 

approve the hiring of Timothy Wells, effective August 19, 2010, as a probationary police officer.  

The motion was unanimously approved. 

 A motion was made by Vice President Leonard, seconded by Commissioner Mehaffie, to 

approve authorization of payment for the Middletown Waste Water Treatment Plant BNR 

construction upgrades, Requisition No. 5-A, in the amount of $171,312.25 to Middletown Borough 

Authority and Requisition No. 6-A, in the amount of $150,930.86 to Middletown Borough 

Authority.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Mehaffie, seconded by Vice President Leonard, to 

approve the following 2010 Personal Tax Exoneration Lists:   

 
List 2: Full bill                  

Occupation       $400.00          Per Capita      $200.00       TOTAL:  $600.00 

List 2:  Occupation          

   Occupation     $300.00         TOTAL:  $300.00 

The motion was unanimously approved. 
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 A motion was made by Vice President Leonard, seconded by Commissioner Loych, to 

approve the submission of a requisition to M & T Bank to refund monies in the 2006 Construction 

Fund.  The projects have now been completed and the Township desires to be in full compliance 

with all IRS directives.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Mehaffie, seconded by Vice President Leonard, to 

approve a request for a block party on Heatherwood Road on September 25, 2010, subject to the 

confines of the permit issued by the Police Department.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Loych, seconded by Commissioner Mehaffie, to 

confirm the hiring of Steven W. Anderson, effective August 16, 2010, as Superintendent of Public 

Works.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 A motion was made by Vice President Leonard, seconded by Commissioner Loych, to 

approve the appointment of Todd F. Truntz to fill an unexpired term on the Municipal Authority, 

created by the resignation of James R. Brokenshire.  Mr. Truntz’s term of office will expire on 

December 31, 2011.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 Mr. Paul noted that he has one additional item under New Business.   Penn Dot is redoing 

Fulling Mill Road; with that are some sanitary sewer improvements that need to be done.  Penn Dot 

has entered into a cost sharing agreement with the Township to split these costs.  Certain individuals 

need to be named to execute the electronic filing system (ECMS).  Resolution No. 2010-R-14 

would authorize the Township Manager and Administrative Assistant to execute the agreements to 

authorize the electronic access to Penn Dot systems, better know as ECMS, for Fulling Mill Road 

sanitary sewer project work on behalf of the Lower Swatara Township Board of Commissioners.  In 

response to a question by Commissioner Loych, Mr. Paul explained that Penn Dot is doing the road 

work, but the Township is responsible for its utilities.  Penn Dot has an agreement by which it will 

pay for half of the shared utility costs in its right of way.  This may be about $20,000 worth of work, 

or $10,000 from the Authority’s coffers.  A motion was made by Commissioner Mehaffie, seconded 

by Commissioner Loych, to approve Resolution No. 2010-R-14, authorizing the Township Manager 

and Administrative Assistant to execute the agreements to authorize the electronic access to Penn 

Dot systems, better know as ECMS, for Fulling Mill Road sanitary sewer project work.  The motion 

was unanimously approved. 
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FINAL COMMENTS: 

 Solicitor Henninger advised the Board that he will not be in attendance of the September 

workshop meeting. 

 Commissioner Mehaffie stated that he had received many nice compliments from residents 

about the roadwork done on Market Street Extended.  He congratulated the Public Works crew for 

an outstanding job. 

 Vice President Leonard requested a very brief executive session upon conclusion of this 

evening’s meeting.   

  

ADJOURN AND CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Hearing no other business, a motion was made by Commissioner Loych, seconded by 

Commissioner Mehaffie, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved, and the 

meeting adjourned at 7:34 P.M. 

  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
 Ronald J. Paul  
 Township Secretary 
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