
 
 
 
 

 
M I N U T E S 

 
NON-LEGISLATIVE MEETING 

 
AUGUST 4, 2010  

 
      The Non-Legislative Meeting of the Lower Swatara Township Board of Commissioners, 

held at the Lower Swatara Township Municipal Building, was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by 
President Frank Linn, Sr.   

 
Roll call was taken with the following officials in attendance: 
 

• Frank Linn, Sr., President  
• William L. Leonard, Vice President 
• Robert L. Loych, Commissioner  
• Thomas L. Mehaffie III, Commissioner 
• Ronald J. Paul, Manager 
• Peter R. Henninger, Township Solicitor 
• Richard T. Wiley, Police Chief 
• Jean R. Arroyo, Recording Secretary 

 
Absent: 
 

• Thomas R. Clark, Commissioner 
• Robert S. Grauel, Public Works Director 
• HRG, Township Engineer  

 
 

          Residents and visitors in attendance: 
 

• Matt Genesio & Tim Sipe (KGH Properties) 
• Mark Quigley (SFC Properties) 
• Bonita & Rod Kiner (544 N. Wood St.) 
• Ruth & Ron Helwig (341 W. High St.) 
• Glen & Sonja Miller (506 N. Lawrence St.) 
• Ron, Norma & Michelle Keeney (310 Dauphin St.) 
• Robin Barnes (328 Dauphin St.) 
• Roy Honeycutt (328 Dauphin St.) 
• Peggy Ginnovan (535 N. Lawrence St.) 
• Jason Fasnacht (346 Dauphin St.) 



• Jim Zugay (W. Main St.) 
• Tom Williams (Fulling Mill Rd.) 
• Jim Lewis (Press & Journal) 

 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 President Linn welcomed the residents and visitors to the meeting.  He surmised that many 

of the citizens in attendance tonight are here to address the proposed student housing project in the 

Eagle Heights area.  He asked that these comments be held until the sketch plan is presented by the 

developers.  He inquired if there were any other comments from the public this evening.  There 

were no comments offered. 

 
 
PRESENTATION BY PENNSYLVANIA LAW ENFORCEMENT ACCREDITATION 
COMMISSION:  
 

President Linn stated that there is a presentation to be made this evening, and called forward 

Chief Wiley.  Chief Wiley recognized Dana Leonard, Coordinator for the Pennsylvania Law 

Enforcement Accreditation Commission.  Mr. Leonard explained that accreditation is the adopting 

of operational procedures and policies that are consistent with accepted state standards.   The Lower 

Swatara Township Police Department recently achieved this distinction; it is the 70th department in 

Pennsylvania to achieve this distinction.  To receive accreditation, the Department opened its doors 

and records for an independent review by the Commission to confirm compliance.  Chief Wiley 

added that his predecessor, Richard Malwitz, volunteered his time to assist with the accreditation.  

Mr. Leonard presented a plaque commemorating this achievement to President Linn, Chief Wiley, 

Chief Malwitz, and Sergeant Brandt.  President Linn stated that he is very proud to say that Lower 

Swatara Township is a first-class Township with a first-class Police Department.      

 
SKETCH PLAN PRESENTED BY KGH PROPERTIES FOR PROPOSED STUDENT 
HOUSING PROJECT: 
 
 Matthew Genesio, KGH Properties, introduced himself and his partner, Tim Sipe, to the 

Board and citizens.   He also introduced Mark Quigley, President of Signature Financial 

Corporation, who will be involved in this proposed project.  Mr. Genesio explained that for 

approximately ten years, his company has been specializing in housing for college students in the 
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southeastern quadrant of Pennsylvania.  The company likes to develop in areas it feels can be 

improved and made into more productive assets of the municipality.  Mr. Genesio stated that KGH 

Properties recently did a large scale renovation to the old Mansberger School in the Borough of 

Middletown.  The project was very successful, and resulted in a good relationship with both the 

Borough and Penn State. 

 Mr. Genesio then presented a sketch plan of what is envisioned for the particular site, which 

is in the Eagle Heights area.  He explained that the preliminary plan is to do a combination of 

student housing and commercial units along West Main Street.  It shows a circle of clusters of all 

residential buildings with a larger mixed use commercial building on the West Main Street frontage.  

It will be a very attractive project.  He stressed that this is a very preliminary idea.  He further noted 

that some type of zoning relief will be needed from the Township in order to even pursue this 

project; KGH Properties is here this evening to get some feedback from the Board on how this 

might best fit into the Township’s ordinances. 

 Mr. Genesio stated that various aspects of the plan were looked into:  sewer, traffic, water, 

parking, etc.  The tract seems to be able to handle everything.  Obviously, if the plan progresses, 

full-fledged studies will be required.     

 Jim Heckman, 277 W. Main Street, asked if the firm has any affiliation with Penn State.   

Mr. Genesio stated that it does not, other than a working relationship whereby it tries to fulfill the 

needs that Penn State has for student housing.  Mr. Heckman inquired if the firm rents exclusively 

to Penn State students.  Mr. Genesio responded that in the buildings within the Borough of 

Middletown, the students are all Penn State students.  Mr. Heckman inquired if this proposed 

project is intended only for Penn State students.  Mr. Genesio confirmed that this is the intent.     

 Michelle Keeney, 310 Dauphin Street, stated that there are lots of vacant buildings near 

Penn State that could be used for student housing.  One of the properties in her neighborhood was 

rented to Penn State students, and problems occurred almost immediately.  She stated she has young 

children, and is concerned with traffic and safety issues.  Mr. Genesio noted there will be an on-site 

manager for this building.  Ms. Keeney stated that she was a college student herself, and this doesn’t 

make her feel any better about things.  She referenced condemned homes in the Meade Heights area 

and asked why these were not converted for student housing uses, since they would be more 

convenient.  Mr. Genesio explained that he could not answer this, as his firm is a private developer 

and not affiliated in any way with Penn State.  President Linn reminded Ms. Keeney that this is not 
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a Public Hearing.  While he can appreciate her concerns, questions about other buildings have no 

bearing on this proposed project. 

 Norma Keeney, 310 Dauphin Street, expressed concern that there appears to be entrances on 

North Wood Street and Main Street.  She stated that this section of West Main Street, between 

Hardees and North Lawrence Street, has been the scene of numerous accidents, including a very 

serious one involving her own daughter. 

 Solicitor Henninger again explained to the citizens that Mr. Genesio will need zoning relief 

to even do this type of project.  What he is proposing currently is not permitted in the Commercial 

Neighborhood zone.  Therefore, he will need to file an application to amend the zoning ordinance or 

to rezone this tract of land to allow this type of use.  As part of this process, he will have to go to the 

Township Planning Commission and the County Planning Commission for extensive review and 

comment before the plan even gets back to this Board.  When it does get back to the Board, a Public 

Hearing will be held.  That will be the appropriate time for citizens to provide testimony on the plan.  

The purpose of the presentation tonight is just to give the Board and citizens a brief overview of 

what is being proposed.  Only specific questions on what the developer is proposing for this project 

should be addressed.  These other concerns, although very valid, should be presented at the Public 

Hearing stage, if the plan even gets that far. 

 Norma Keeney asked how the developer intends to deal with stormwater drainage issues, 

since the plan shows a lot of impervious area with a substantial amount of parking and buildings.  

She stated that Main Street already has some severe water problems.  Mr. Genesio explained that a 

complete stormwater survey would be required as the plan proceeds.  He added that in his personal 

experience, stormwater management is usually improved after requirements of new developments 

are met. 

 Bonnie Kiner, 544 N. Wood Street, inquired as to the location of the firms other student 

housing projects.  Mr. Genesio explained that his firm develops primarily in the Kutztown, PA area.  

They have just under 100 units there.  His company got its start in the Philadelphia area with 

housing for Philadelphia University, La Salle, and St. Joe’s.  The firm found working with the 

Borough of Middletown on the Mansberger renovations to be the most pleasant experience yet, and 

would like to pursue similar student housing in this area.  Ms. Kiner asked if this will be a dry 

complex.  Mr. Genesio confirmed that it will absolutely be a dry complex. 
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 Mr. Heckman asked if, in the state of PA, owners can legally rent these units to college 

students only.  Mr. Genesio responded that he believes the student housing section permits renting 

to students only.  Typically, in other developments that are not student housing specific, the 

company would rent to anyone it feels would be a viable and responsible tenant.   He stressed that 

these properties are extremely nice and good quality, and therefore it is important to attract quality 

tenants.  Mr. Heckman also questioned if the student housing project would have adequate water 

capacity. Mr. Genesio stated he had spoken briefly to Ken Klinepeter at the Borough of 

Middletown, and was informed there would be more than enough capacity.  Mr. Heckman 

expressed concern about how this will impact the water pressure of the existing homes in the Eagle 

Heights development.  Mr. Genesio again explained that the developer will have to go through 

various studies to make sure that there is no negative impact on the existing neighborhood.  Mr. 

Heckman asked where the lighting would be relative to his house.  Mr. Genesio stated that lighting 

studies would also be required.    

 Blake Mooney asked the Board if there is such a thing as zoning for students only.    

Solicitor Henninger agreed that there are legal concerns as to whether this can be limited to students 

only; this will all need to be looked into.       

 President Linn again explained to the residents that all these types of questions will be 

addressed by the Planning Commission during the planning process.  Mr. Genesio was courteous 

enough to present this idea to the Board.  Mr. Heckman commented that the citizens are actually 

doing the developer a favor by asking these questions tonight, since they will be asked again.   

 Sonia Miller, 506 N. Lawrence Street, asked if the apartment units are one-bedroom units.  

Mr. Genesio explained that while the proposed plans are very preliminary, they are projecting four-

bedroom units with private bathroom and kitchen facilities.  They have more of an “apartment-

style” feel than a dorm feel.   

 Ruth Helwig, 341 W. High Street, explained that this proposed project will basically be in 

her back yard.  She stated that West High Street is a private road, and asked if there will be any 

access from the parking lot on to West High Street.  Mr. Genesio stated that according to this plan, 

there will not be.  However, traffic studies will need to be conducted.   

 Ms. Kiner stated Eagle Heights has no street lights, which would be a danger for students 

walking up the street to the campus.  Mr. Genesio stated he had met with Penn State officials to 
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discuss the possibility of a lighted pedestrian walkway, public safety call boxes, etc.   Again, Mr. 

Genesio stated that he is getting way far ahead of himself; these are all very preliminary ideas. 

 Jim Zugay, W. Main Street, asked to be shown the ingress/egress to the site.  Mr. Genesio 

stated that plans are for two access points on Wood Street.  There would also be provisions for 

emergency vehicle access off of W. Main Street.  Again, this is very preliminary at this point.   

Mr. Zugay inquired as to the maximum capacity of the student housing building.  Mr. Genesio 

explained that when fully occupied, it would be in the neighborhood of 300 students.  Mr. Genesio 

was also questioned about how he would regulate making the building a dry one.  Mr. Genesio 

explained that this could be written into the rental lease.  Mr. Zugay questioned the commercial 

frontage, and inquired if it would include such businesses as dry cleaners, pizza shops, etc.  Mr. 

Genesio confirmed that such uses would be ideal.  Mr. Zugay also inquired as to the number of 

parking spaces for these commercial uses.  Mr. Paul interjected that by the time this plan gets to the 

Planning Commission, things like access, parking spaces, etc. will change drastically.  The plan in 

front of the public tonight is just a very rough first sketch of what is envisioned. 

 Mr. Heckman asked how far the driveway of this project will be from his property.  Vice 

President Leonard cautioned that a reply to this question would be conjecture.  These types of 

questions simply can’t be answered at this point in the plan process.   He stated that he can sincerely 

appreciate these types of questions, but they can’t be properly answered at present time.      

 Mr. Paul also asked the residents to keep in mind that the property in question is presently 

being used for commercial uses and apartments.  The uses being proposed are exactly the type of 

uses Mr. Genesio is proposing.  However, the bigger questions are density, how much the site can 

handle, what is logical, etc.     

 Ms. Kiner expressed concern that there is already a lack of compliance with codes in her 

neighborhood.  People do what they want here.  She stated that the Eagle Heights area is a step-

child to the Township, with no storm drains, street lights, sidewalks, etc.  She expressed concern 

that adding 300 more people here will be a bad situation.  Mr. Paul explained that in all fairness, 

Lower Swatara Township didn’t become a first-class Township until the mid 70’s.  That’s when the 

ordinances and codes started to develop.  Developments built after that time have stricter codes and 

provisions to adhere to than older developments, like Eagle Heights.  

 Commissioner Loych thanked the citizens for coming out this evening.  He stated their 

presence is a credit to them as a community.  He agreed that the proposed project is a concern – his 
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personal concerns are very similar to those expressed this evening.  He encouraged the residents to 

walk through the process and work together, and with the Township, as this process unfolds.  

Commissioner Loych also asked Mr. Quigley if he had worked with these gentlemen prior to this 

project.  Mr. Quigley explained he had not worked with them directly on a project, but has known 

them personally for a number of years.  He confirmed Commissioner Loych’s question that his 

interest is of a financial nature.      

 Peggy Guinivan, N. Lawrence Street, asked if the residents would be informed when these 

next meetings will be held.  Mr. Paul explained that Planning Commission meetings are held the 

fourth Thursday of the month, at 7:00 P.M.   He noted that meetings are also listed on the Township 

website, and citizens are always encouraged to phone the Township office for updates. In addition, 

if and when it gets to the point of a Public Hearing, notice will be advertised in the Press and 

Journal, the property will be posted, and notifications will be sent to the surrounding neighborhoods.  

Mr. Paul expressed hopes that the residents continue to talk to each other and exchange information. 

Vice President Leonard stated that is nice to have everyone here tonight.  The more active 

the residents are in the process, the better.  He explained that while this doesn’t mean every resident 

needs to attend every meeting, it is beneficial for them to have one or two representatives to keep 

communication open.  Ms. Guinivan explained that she had received a flyer in her mailbox about 

the proposed project and tonight’s meeting.  She had assumed everyone had received it, but found 

out they had not.  She had then taken it upon herself to make and distribute copies to her neighbors. 

 Norma Keeney asked if it would be possible to go in and take a look at the renovations done 

at the old Mansberger school.  Mr. Genesio explained that unfortunately, that would be difficult 

since the building is currently occupied.  However, he is working on getting some photos of the 

units.   Mr. Paul inquired if these particular units were also four-bedroom.  Mr. Genesio explained 

that due to the layout of the school, these are all one and two bedroom units.  He noted that 44 

students can occupy that building, and there are 45 parking spaces provided.   

 Mr. Heckman thanked the Board for indulging the citizens and being so nice to them.   Mr. 

Paul again suggested that the citizens feel free to pick up the phone and call for updates.  He agreed 

with Vice President Leonard that it would be beneficial for the group to appoint a spokesperson or 

committee to obtain updates.   
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POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: 

Chief Wiley referenced correspondence requesting permission for a block party on 

Heatherwood Road.  The event would be held on September 25, and would involve properties from 

10 – 16 Heatherwood Road.  He noted his major concern is that the group plans to have a DJ for 

entertainment.  Chief Wiley noted that he had informed the group that the DJ will be asked to shut 

down if any noise complaints are received.  He added that he had requested the group have every 

neighbor sign a letter indicating that he/she has no problem with the party.  The group did state that 

they would like to have the street closed during the event.  Commissioner Loych asked about 

underage drinking.  Chief Wiley explained it will be up to the residents to control this.  

Commissioner Loych expressed concern about liability.  Mr. Paul clarified that the letter indicates 

that the residents will be using their own backyards – this is not a party in the street.  He explained 

that the residents don‘t need Township permission to have parties on their own personal properties.  

If noise becomes an issue, then the Township will step in.  Commissioner Mehaffie asked the reason 

for closing the street.  Chief Wiley surmised that they would probably like it closed for the safety of 

the residents, particularly children, who may be crossing the street to get to the other participating 

yards.  Vice President Leonard stated that he doesn’t like blocking off streets for such events due to 

the possibility of emergency vehicles needing to get through.  President Linn explained that the 

barricades could be moved if necessary.  Commissioner Loych added that keeping the street open 

may also prevent the alcohol from gravitating out into the street.  President Linn reminded the 

Board that it had recently granted permission for a church group to block off Delmont Avenue for a 

similar event.  He suggested the Board be consistent.  Vice President Leonard and Commissioner 

Loych both stated that they are not in support of closing the street for the event.  Chief Wiley agreed 

to convey these concerns to the group; formal action on this item will be taken at the legislative 

meeting.   

 Chief Wiley reported that the Township is experiencing a rash of thefts from autos.  One 

significant arrest has been made in several of the thefts.  However, there are multiple offenders, and 

the Department has identified possible juveniles that are involved in some of these thefts.  In all 

cases, these thefts have been made from unlocked vehicles.   He urged citizens to keep their car 

doors locked and to avoid leaving valuables in clear sight.  Chief Wiley also referenced the recent 

act of arson at the concession stand at the High School.  The investigation is active, and there are 
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leads as well as forensic evidence.  President Linn suggested that once these arrests are made, the 

individual(s) be prosecuted to the full extent of the law and be made an example of. 

 The candidate for police officer has successfully completed the required testing.  A motion 

to hire this individual will appear on the agenda of the August legislative meeting. 

 

PLANNING AND ZONING/MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 Mr. Paul reported that several agreements will appear on the August legislative agenda.  

These include the Penn DOT Winter Maintenance Agreement and an accompanying resolution, and 

the MS4 Agreement with HRG for next year.  The MS4 agreement is at the same cost as the 

previous years.  The Township is now in the 8th permitting year of this project, which pertains to the 

Chesapeake Bay initiative.  A resolution for street dedication for a portion of Lakeside Drive will be 

on the agenda for Board action.  In addition, a resolution for dedication for a portion of Greenfield 

Drive may be appearing.  Several third party agreements for electrical inspection will require action 

at the August legislative meeting.  Two of these are from current companies that do the third party 

inspections with the Township, two are new companies, and one is a result of a name change.     

 Mr. Paul referenced correspondence from Tucker Ferguson of Penn DOT regarding the 

Board’s request for an update on the status of proposed work on the infield area at the Airport 

Connector and Route 230.  Things appear to be moving along.  Mr. Paul explained the letter does 

look positive, although the Township is not certain to what degree these improvements will be 

made.     

President Linn reported on his recent meeting with HIA.  It has agreed to clean out its 

detention pond, but is only willing to spend $5,000 to do this work.  HIA will be applying for grant 

money for some of the work, and it may take a year to acquire this funding.  Mr. Paul explained that 

the major cost, according to HIA, is for the permitting required from DEP.  This is where the grant 

money comes in.  He added that HIA has agreed to begin cutting the weeds.     

Mr. Paul also reported that the Meade Avenue project should begin any day and carry 

through to next summer.   
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FINAL COMMENTS: 

Mr. Paul noted that with the County adopting the Act 167 stormwater management plan, an 

elected official need to attend a meeting regarding this plan.  He agreed to attend this meeting, 

which is scheduled to be held on August 26, on behalf of the Board. 

President Linn referenced a letter from the County regarding the formation of a 150th Civil 

War Anniversary Board.  Commissioner Loych added that the County would like a representative 

from the Township to be on an advisory board and attend regular meetings.  Vice President Leonard 

agreed to serve in this capacity. 

Commissioner Loych, Public Works liaison, reported that the Department is diligently 

working on Market Street Ext, and has just completed Stoner Drive.  The dumpster will be available 

to residents on Saturday, August 7 from 8:00 A.M. to Noon.  President Linn remarked that the 

Public Works Department is doing an outstanding job on the paving projects, despite having to 

work under extreme heat conditions. 

Commissioner Mehaffie congratulated Chief Wiley and the Lower Swatara Township 

Police for completing the accreditation process.   He also thanked former Chief Malwitz for his 

assistance.  He stated it is a great honor and one to be quite proud of.   

Ms. Kiner asked the Board about the situation with “paper” alleyways in Eagle Heights.  

She explained that she has alleys on both sides of her property that are grass.  She doesn’t pay taxes 

on them because they are Township property.  She does, however, mow them.  She asked how she 

can prevent people from driving on them.  Solicitor Henninger clarified that they are not owned by 

the Township.  Ms. Kiner would need to contact a lawyer with regards to finding out the process to 

abandon the property or potentially acquire the title and take ownership of it.  He noted this has 

been done in her particular neighborhood before, but it is not cheap to do.  He explained that these 

alleys are called “unopened roads”.  The public rights on these are gone.  However, they are private 

roads, which are for the people in the Eagle Heights neighborhood that are on that original plan 

when it was laid out.  They have the right to go through them any time they want to.  This is where 

it gets tricky distinguishing those rights.  A resident can’t claim ownership if people are driving up 

and down on them, because that means the resident doesn’t have exclusive possession.  Again, he 

suggested an attorney would need to be acquired to work out the details. 

Vice President Leonard reported that Chris DeHart was mostly likely not in attendance this 

evening due to a death in the family.  He reported the Fire Department has been busy working 
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through the grant submission for the gaming funds for the rescue truck.  He thanked Mr. Paul and 

President Linn for attending the grant meeting.  Bids for the new engine were opened; information 

on this will be available.  Vice President Leonard reminded the public that the Biker Breakfast and 

Breast Cancer Ride is scheduled for August 22.   

Tom Williams asked if the Township has any opinions on the development on Highspire 

Road.  President Linn stated that the Township has opinions and concerns on this project, but stated 

that the project is not located in Lower Swatara Township. 

 

ADJOURN: 

Hearing no other business, a motion was made by Vice President Leonard, seconded by 

Commissioner Mehaffie, to adjourn.  The motion was unanimously approved, and the meeting 

adjourned at 8:41 P.M. 

 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ronald J. Paul,  
Manager/Secretary 

 11


	M I N U T E S

