
 
 
 
 

 
M I N U T E S 

 
NON-LEGISLATIVE MEETING 

 
DECEMBER 1, 2010 

 
      The Non-Legislative Meeting of the Lower Swatara Township Board of Commissioners, 

held at the Lower Swatara Township Municipal Building, was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by 
President Frank Linn, Sr.   

 
Roll call was taken with the following officials in attendance: 

 
• Frank Linn, Sr., President 
• William L. Leonard, Vice President 
• Thomas R. Clark, Commissioner  
• Robert L. Loych, Commissioner  
• Thomas L. Mehaffie III, Commissioner 
• Ronald J. Paul, Manager 
• Peter R. Henninger, Township Solicitor 
• Ryan Hostetter, HRG, Township Engineer 
• Robert S. Grauel, Public Works Dept. 
• Steve Anderson, Public Works Dept. 
• Richard T. Wiley, Police Chief  
• Jean R. Arroyo, Recording Secretary 
 

          Residents and visitors in attendance: 
 

• Jim Lewis (Press & Journal) 
• Matt Genesio & Tim Sipe (KGH Properties) 
• Paul Cook (1508 Old Reliance Rd.) 
• Jon Wilt (1257 Longview Dr.) 
• Phyllis Zimmerman (Patriot-News) 
• Mike Williams (Bryn Gweled Subdivision) 
• Chris DeHart (LST Fire Dept.) 

 
 

 
 

President Linn welcomed the residents and visitors to the meeting and opened the floor for 

public comments.     



PUBLIC COMMENTS:    

Paul Cook, 1508 Old Reliance Road, informed the Board that he had spoken to  

Alan Knoche, Code Enforcement Officer, about a stop sign location when heading west on Old 

Reliance Road towards Ebenezer Road.  There are pine trees blocking visibility at that stop 

intersection.  He explained that you almost have to go into the intersection to be able to make the 

turn at the stop sign.  He asked if anything had been done about these trees.  President Linn agreed 

to take a look at this tomorrow.   Commissioner Clark stated that if it is a site distance question, 

Chief Wiley or one of the officers should be assigned to this duty.  Mr. Paul stated that it should be 

kept in mind that a sight distance requirement must be met, but agreed that Chief Wiley could take a 

look at this intersection.       

Mr. Cook also questioned if the Township had any updates on the issue with the stop sign at 

his property on Old Reliance Road.  Chief Wiley stated that after researching it, he found the stop 

sign to be legal.  Changing the location of the sign wouldn’t help with Mr. Cook’s situation with 

parking in front of his house anyway, since parking isn’t permitted in any intersection.  Chief Wiley 

stated that the Department is looking at other streets in the area and will be performing some 

additional studies.   

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: 

 Chief DeHart reported that there were 40 calls for the month of November.  Breakfast with 

Santa will be held this Saturday.  The Fire Department was approved for the 2010 – 2011 State 

equipment grant.  The final decision on the new engine will be made by December 15; the current 

price estimate is $385,540.00.  The Rescue has been out of service for almost three weeks due to a 

cracked engine head.  Chief DeHart thanked Commissioner Loych and Vice President Leonard for 

their assistance during the Dauphin County grant process.  The Fire Department’s budget is 

scheduled for approval on December 6.  Some reserve funds will need to be utilized to balance the 

budget for 2011.  There has been no word yet from FEMA on the equipment grant for 2010.  The 

Department has almost closed out its grant for 2009, although some items remain to be purchased. 

 Chief DeHart referenced four charts.  The first chart shows incident by district; 53% of the 

calls responded to are in Lower Swatara Township.  The second graph illustrates training category 

hours, the third graph depicts incident responses by day of the week, and the fourth graph highlights 

incident by alarm hour.   
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 Vice President Leonard added that it is important to keep in mind that both vehicles being 

replaced are about 35 years old.  He noted this was also acknowledged by the County during the 

recent grant hearing.       

 In response to a question from Commissioner Clark, Chief DeHart stated there are currently 

four live-ins at the fire station.  Last night, when there was a call at 1:00 A.M., this came in very 

handy. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT: 

 Steve Anderson reported that leaf collection is on schedule; scheduled leaf collection will be 

completed by Friday, December 10.  United Water Company’s line replacement project for Shirley 

Drive has been approved.  The contractor is planning to start work in early December.  The plan is 

to start working in the area south of Speyer Road.  Mr. Anderson noted that the Department has 

three trucks prepared for winter maintenance.  He also reminded the Board and residents that the 

dumpster will be available on Saturday, December 4, from 8:00 A.M. to Noon. 

          Commissioner Clark questioned whether Shirley Drive will be shut down during construction 

or kept open, at least one way.  Mr. Anderson responded that it is his understanding that the street 

will be kept open.  Since United Water is not tearing out the old water system, just installing a new 

one, the project should not be extremely disruptive.     

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: 

 Chief Wiley reported that there has been a spike in thefts from unlocked automobiles.   

 Another meeting was held regarding the County initiative for the information sharing and 

records management systems.  This will be a very lengthy and complicated process. 

 President Linn requested an executive session immediately upon conclusion of this 

evening’s meeting in order to discuss a personnel issue.  

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

 Ryan Hostetter stated he is filling in for Chris Bauer this evening.  He provided an update on 

the project schedule for the Meade Avenue project, and passed around some pictures of the 

construction work that is taking place. 
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 Mr. Hostetter then reviewed some issues with the project.   HRG is proposing a no cost 

change order to its contract to include a geotechnical engineer service (Proposal for Engineering 

Services, Meade Avenue Project, Construction Phase Services, No Cost Supplement No. 1).  

Another issue is a force main reconstruction, which will mean additional construction costs.  A price 

estimate for this is being worked on with the contractor, Leon Wintermeyer.  Also, there are several 

unforeseen conditions that created necessary changes in the construction.  “Authorization for 

Contract Work” is needed for additional work associated with separating concrete from asphalt 

before hauling it off to the disposal site (cost estimate of $17,000) and for additional work 

associated with unsuitable material found at the SARAA box culvert (cost estimate of $500).  

“Authorization for Contract Work” is also needed for undercutting on Meade Avenue itself (cost 

estimate of $10,000 - $15,000) and for additional work associated with the spreading of stockpiled 

material on SARAA property (cost estimate of $18,000 - $20,000).  Mr. Hostetter noted that these 

costs are based on estimated quantities. If authorized, payment will be based on actual quantities 

and costs.  While it seems like a lot of additional expense, this is a very expensive project and there 

is federal funding is in place to cover these unforeseen expenses.   Mr. Paul encouraged the Board to 

authorize the engineer to proceed with the change in contract work and once the actual figures are 

received, the change order will be acknowledged.  Solicitor Henninger agreed that with the nature of 

the project, authorization could be given tonight to address the change orders as they are submitted.  

The Board expressed no objection to the Authorization for Contract Work and directed the engineer 

to proceed.   

  

MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 Mr. Paul reported that the December legislative agenda will include several previously 

tabled subdivisions.  Both the Family Care Radiological Suite Subdivision & Land Development 

Plan and the Parking Lot Development Plan of Penn State will also appear on the agenda, although 

the staff is recommending both be tabled.  Also appearing for vote will be the ordinance pertinent to 

student housing, and the new stormwater management ordinance, along with a fee resolution for 

that stormwater review.  The ordinance amending the subdivision and land development ordinance, 

due to the new stormwater management ordinance, will not appear until the January legislative 

agenda.  The 2011 budget ordinances will also appear on the December 15 agenda for formal action. 

Mr. Paul noted that the Township is still waiting for the Humane Society Agreement.  
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FINAL COMMENTS: 

 Commissioner Loych referenced comments from tonight’s Public Hearing regarding the 

Mansberger student housing renovation which was also done by KGH Development, and agreed 

with the residents that the Township should speak to the Borough of Middletown to get its feeling 

on how that project is impacting the surrounding neighborhood.   

 In response to a question from Commissioner Mehaffie, Mr. Genesio confirmed that the 

proposed student housing project will have a sprinkler system.  Commissioner Mehaffie also 

questioned how students will enter the units.  Mr. Sipe explained it will be a fob system entry, 

which will provide an eye in the sky and will coordinate with the camera system.   

 Mr. Paul reminded the Board that he will be out of town for approximately two weeks, 

starting next Thursday.   

 Commissioner Loych stated that Mr. Hostetter provided an excellent presentation on the 

Meade Avenue project.  Unfortunately, there always seems to be additional costs involved in 

projects.  Commissioner Clark stated that he is concerned about the additional expenses relative to 

the stockpile of dirt on SARAA property, since the Township didn’t place it there and should not be 

responsible for removing it.  Mr. Paul agreed that this particular item can definitely be discussed 

further. 

 Solicitor Henninger stated that he would also like to discuss a personnel matter with the 

Board during this evening’s executive session. 

 

ADJOURN AND CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Hearing no other business, a motion was made by Commissioner Loych, seconded by 

Commissioner Mehaffie, to adjourn the meeting and convene into executive session.  The motion 

was unanimously approved, and the meeting adjourned at 7:35 P.M. 

 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ronald J. Paul,  
Manager/Secretary 
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