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Summary  
Lower Swatara Township hosted an open house to share the draft recommendations of the 
comprehensive plan update on April 7, 2016. The open house was held at the Lower Swatara 
Township Volunteer Fire Department.  
Planning consultants Michelle Brummer of Gannett Fleming and Erin Letavic and Chris Bauer 
of HRG overviewed the plan update and its draft recommendations. The 64 attendees were able 
to view and comment on the draft recommendations at several exhibit stations before and after 
the presentation. A feedback form was available for attendees to indicate their support and 
comments on each draft recommendation.  

 
General Questions  
1. Have costs been prepared for each of the draft recommendations? Costs and the impact to 

property taxes would help citizens to prioritize these items. 
No cost estimates have been prepared. 

2. Are there recommendations for senior housing? 
No, there are no recommendations specific to senior housing.  One long-standing senior 
housing project to be located at the corner of Fulling Mill Road and Nissley Drive is moving 
toward approval and construction.  
 

Future Land Use Comments 
Williams Area 
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3. Map note: Keep as residential. Commercial along Fulling Mill Road. 
4. Map note: Why build more commercial when we have empty commercial buildings down 

the road? 
5. This plan should aim to lower property taxes by encouraging business and industry.  

• The plan does not recognize the good highway access that lands along PA 441 have to I-
283 in Swatara Township. 
• The plan does not need to protect the Kunkel Elementary School. The average lifecycle of a 
school is 50 years – less in the Middletown Area School District.  – Mr. Williams 

6. Were there business representatives on the Steering Committee?  – Mr. Williams 
7. Future commercial uses along Fulling Mill should be office, not retail, and industrial.   

– Ms. Means, working with Mr. Williams 
8. Future land use planning should connect the existing industrial uses at the west end of 

Fulling Mill Road (TE Connectivity) with existing industrial uses at the east end (FedEx, 
Quaker Mills, etc.) and direct commercial office and retail to the south side of PA 283.    
– Mr.  Stile. 

9. There is a 15.55 acre parcel between Lumber Street and existing industrial uses that is zoned 
residential-agricultural.  Request that it be recommended for industrial zoning. The The 
school district considered abandonment of the Kunkel Elementary School two years ago and 
declined abandonment. If abandoned, all lands along the south side of Fulling Mill Road 
should be rezoned to industrial.  – Mr. Flynn and Mr. Snyder 
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North Union Street Corridor 

 
10. Map note: No more warehouses!!! 
11. Map note: (what about) Ag? 
12. Map note: No rezoning on North Union. 
13. Map note: Too much traffic on 441 for trucks. 
14. Map note: Creekfront rail trail? 
15. Dickerson rezoning request has been withdrawn. 
16. The most recent FedEx building casts light pollution. Are there lighting performance 

standards in the Township ordinance? Why aren’t buffers blocking the light?    
– Ms. Avolese. 

17. If North Union Street (north of Fulling Mill Road) were zoned industrial, 
• driveways could be designed to direct traffic to the south 
• landowners may be willing to establish an open space buffer, e.g. for parks/recreation or as 
a natural area, to shield views of warehousing rooftops.  
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The cost of building structures on sinkhole-prone lands is carried by the owner/developer, 
not the Township. Structures have been built on sinkhole-prone lands elsewhere in the 
Township. – Mr. Stewart. 

  

Transportation Comments 
18. Need to consider exit from Airport Connector to Fulling Mill Road. 
19. Need to consider entrance to Airport Connector from Spring Garden Drive. 
20. Sidewalk on bridges and under bridges. 
21. Plan for sidewalk on one side (in) SALDO reviews. 
22. Reconstruction of North Union should be a priority. 
23. 3 comments confirmed support for reconstruction of the Fulling Mill Road bridge. 
24. Extend Lumber to PA 441. 
 

Utilities   
25. Map note: Strites Road – water and sewer - no 
 

Draft Recommendations Feedback Form 
Six feedback forms were turned in at the open house. Results are tallied below and comments 
are noted. 
 This recommended action is 

Very 
Important Important Not 

Needed 
 # of 6 responses 
Land Use, Zoning and Housing    
1. Become familiar with innovative approaches to residential 

use in combination with commercial, institutional, and open 
space uses. 
Comments 
• The last thing we need are more warehouses! 
• combination 

2 2  

2. Update the Township zoning map to reflect the desired future 
land use pattern. 
Comments 
• Take a proactive approach to redevelop vacant properties to 
attract businesses (e.g. Jednota) 

1 3  

3. Continue to seek out willing property owners in flood-prone 
areas for voluntary buyouts. Flood-prone areas include but 
are not limited to Jednota Flats, Lisa Lake, Swatara Road, and 
Lumber Street.   
 
 

 3  
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 This recommended action is 
Very 

Important Important Not 
Needed 

 # of 6 responses 
Transportation     
4. Advocate that PennDOT improve the overall alignment of the 

PA 441 corridor. 
1 2  

5. Maintain the 5-year and 10-year road maintenance needs 
assessment as a programming and budgeting tool. Consider 
road conditions as well as safety among the needs 
transportation projects should address. 

 4  

6. Budget the majority of annual transportation maintenance 
funds for road maintenance and repairs and budget a portion 
to 1) proactive road maintenance and 2) road safety 
improvements.  

1 2  

7. Review development proposals for opportunities to improve 
traffic flow and emergency response and to interconnect 
neighborhood streets with trails for bicycle and pedestrian 
connectivity. 

 2 1 

8. Support the addition of a Rosedale Avenue interchange, 
if/when feasible. 

1 1 1 

9. Recommend or review improvement of North Union Street 
and Stoner Drive, when development proposals are 
submitted for adjacent properties. 
Comments 
• North Union does not need more “development”. 

1 2  

10. Become familiar enough with the Act 203 Traffic Impact Fee 
provisions to determine if this is a planning tool Lower 
Swatara Township should enact. 

 1 1 

11. Advocate and coordinate pedestrian connectivity from Penn 
State Harrisburg to Linden Center. 

 2  

12. Review transportation improvement plans for bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities along the roads and bridges over and 
under the Turnpike, PA 283, and Airport Connector to support 
active and low-cost travel connections to parks and retail, 
service, and employment destinations. 

 2 1 

Water, Sewer, and Stormwater Utilities     
13. Update the Township’s Act 537 Plan that defines service areas 

and protects groundwater. 
 
 
 
 

 1 1 
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 This recommended action is 
Very 

Important Important Not 
Needed 

 # of 6 responses 
14. Update ordinances to remove development requirements and 

standards that negatively impact water quality and add those 
that positively impact water quality. 
Comments 
• Work with property owners, not against them. 

 3  

15. Determine the need, and if needed, the value, of a municipal 
authority fee to fund management and maintenance of 
community stormwater facilities. 

  2 

Township and Community Services     
16. Determine the Township’s preference and basis for police 

services.  
Comments 
• Retain excellent local LST police service 
• Merge with regional 100% in agreement  
not only salaries it is pensions and health care coverage! 
Please allow this to go forward for the tax payers! 
• Twp should consider and advocate for walking w/ 
neighboring municipalities to reduce duplication of services 
(police, fire, public works) 

3 2  

17. Work with the Fire Department to explore volunteer 
retention and recruitment ideas.  
Comments 
• Department is affected by lack of residential growth. 

1 3 1 

18. Memorial Park: Expand parking and add walking trail.  2  

19. Greenfield Park: Convert lawn areas not used for soccer fields 
to meadow.  

 2 1 

20. Design and develop the Township land at 140 Fulling Mill 
Road as park with a water access to Swatara Creek. 
Comments 
• This would be great! 

1 3  

21. Develop a written policy for evaluating the costs and benefits 
of accepting parkland donations and purchase offers.  

 2  

22. Survey residents for their interest in expanded recreation 
program opportunities.  

 1 1 

23. Work with Middletown on the planning and development of a 
trail along Swatara Creek. 

1 1 1 
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Other Suggested Recommendations 

24. ADA accommodations/seniors pathways, trails, amphitheater 
25. Work with Airport Authority to develop unused land along the 230 corridor. 
26. Vision – MASD – What are we doing to hold MASD accountable? Test scores are lower than 

in some neighboring districts and due to this rating and performance, makes the township 
less desirable to live in.  
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