
  
M I N U T E S  

  
NOVEMBER 6, 2013 WORKSHOP MEETING  

  
LOWER SWATARA TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

The November 6, 2013 Workshop Meeting of the Lower Swatara Township Board of 
Commissioners was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Vice President William L. Leonard, Jr.  Vice 
President Leonard called for the pledge of allegiance followed by a moment of silence.       

            
Roll call was then taken with the following officials in attendance:  
 

• William L. Leonard, Jr., Vice President  
• Thomas L. Mehaffie III, Commissioner  
• Michael J. Davies, Secretary  
• Jon G. Wilt, Commissioner 
• Dominic D. DiFrancesco II, Commissioner  
• Peter R. Henninger, Solicitor 
• Brenda W. Stouffer, Planning and Zoning Director  
• Richard D. Brandt, Police Chief  
• Steven W. Anderson, Public Works Director   
• Jean R. Arroyo, Recording Secretary  

 
Residents and visitors in attendance:  

  
PLEASE SEE ATTACHED SIGN-IN SHEET 

 

Vice President Leonard welcomed the visitors to the meeting and opened the floor for 

public comment.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

 Roy Honeycutt, 328 Dauphin Street, stated that he has some big concerns with the next 

phase of the Campus Heights student housing project.  He noted that he was a little misinformed 

where this road is going and recently discovered that it will be 13’ off the side of his house.  

There is also the possibility that he will lose his street parking and the access to his back yard via 

the alleyway behind his house.  Mr. Honeycutt added that he has concerns about the fire hydrant 

and the water main, and the impact on his foundation and chimney by heavy equipment 

operating that closely to his home.  Commissioner Mehaffie explained that these plans are in the 

beginning stages right now.  He encouraged Mr. Honeycutt to continue to voice his concerns, 
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attend Planning Commission meetings, and also speak to the developers.  Mr. Honeycutt noted 

that he has spoken to Matt Genesio several times.  Mr. Honeycutt explained that he is defending 

his home, and added that if the third phase of the student housing does not go in, he will be stuck 

with everything that is put there.  He added that with the road being 13’ from his house, the value 

of his home will definitely decrease.  Again, Mr. Honeycutt stressed that he is just defending his 

family home.  Commissioner Mehaffie stated that the Board can appreciate that, and will do its 

best to see that these issues are worked out.  He added that he spends a lot of the time at the 

Township Building, and his door is always open if Mr. Honeycutt would like to talk.   

  

 Mr. Genesio stated that he is pleased to report that this will be the last Route 230 update, 

since the work on Route 230 is 100% completed.  He noted that he is quite pleased with the way 

things turned out.  Mr. Genesio added that as landlords for a student housing project, Campus 

Heights feel that police and fire services are an integral part of these buildings being safe and 

secure facilities.  Safety is the number one priority, and this would not be possible without the 

support of both these departments.  Mr. Genesio presented a monetary donation of $2,500 to 

Police Chief Brandt, and a monetary donation of $2,500 to Fire Chief DeHart to use as they see 

fit.   He stated that he hopes to be a position to make this an annual contribution.  Both Chief 

Brandt and Chief DeHart thanked Mr. Genesio for the generous donation.   

ROUTE 230 UPDATE: 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 

Fire Department Report – Chief DeHart –reported that there were 67 calls in October, for a total 

of 422 calls so far this year.  Fire Prevention Open House had a great turn-out despite the heavy 

rains.  The safety trailer, a vital tool for educational purposes, traveled to every school in the 

Township and in the Borough of Middletown.  Chief DeHart noted that he had several meetings 

with Township Building Code Official Don Fure to review plans for fire protection.  He 

suggested that the Township consider charging a fee for the Fire Department Committee to meet 

for these plan reviews.  November 12 is the hearing on the Gaming Grant for the boat and utility.  

Vice President Leonard and Commissioner DiFrancesco had indicated that they hope to attend 

the hearing.  Toys for Tots will be collected in the lobby area of the fire station on Wednesday 

evenings.  Chief DeHart reported that a volunteer suffered a back injury last month.  Since this 
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was the first claim on the new State SWIF Plan, much time was needed to learn the process.  The 

Fire Department is asking the Township to take over the paperwork process to assist in getting 

the claims processed.  Chief DeHart explained that the Fire Department does not have a paid 

administrative staff working during the day to make the proper connections on a timely basis.  

When the Fire Department was covered under the Township’s workers compensation policy, the 

Township staff took care of the claim filing process.  Chief DeHart also reported that he had 

recently traveled to Louisiana to review the status of the new rescue truck.  The vehicle should 

be here in early February.   

Vice President Leonard agreed that Open House turnout was fabulous, especially 

considering the weather.  He referenced the gaming grant, and stated that he will get the 

materials to Dale Rider either today or tomorrow.  Vice President Leonard referenced the request 

for assistance with the workers compensation filing, and requested Chief DeHart or his designee 

make contact with Commissioner Mehaffie to further discuss this procedure.  Chief DeHart 

explained that he is extremely busy this time of year.  Vice President Leonard explained that 

some type of transition must be arranged.  Commissioner Mehaffie suggested that if Chief 

DeHart can even email or fax the workers comp information to the Township, he and Ms. Arroyo 

can take a look at it and make any necessary phone calls.  Vice President Leonard noted that 

Chief DeHart’s recommendation to bill for fire protection review be looked into by Solicitor 

Henninger.  Solicitor Henninger agreed that he would need to investigate this to see if it a 

permissible fee under the Municipal Planning Code.   

Commissioner Mehaffie stated that he had been approached on Election Day about the 

fact that there are no handicapped parking spaces in the front parking area of the fire station.  

Individuals needing handicapped access must come through the back side.  Chief DeHart agreed 

that the building, which was designed to be handicapped compliant, does have handicapped 

parking near the far-end entrance.  Commissioner Mehaffie stated that when it comes to access 

for handicapped individuals, the shorter the distance, the better.  Chief DeHart agreed, and 

suggested that the next time the parking lot is sealed and re-lined, perhaps a spot or two near the 

front entrance can be designated for handicapped parking. 

Police Department – Chief Brandt – again thanked Mr. Genesio and Mr. Sipe for the generous 

donation to the Police Department, which will be utilized to purchase some equipment.  He then 

distributed the monthly report and reviewed the statistics.  There were 988 calls for service last 
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month, which was the most of any month during the year.  He attributed this to the five new 

police officers being very active with traffic stops.  At the Board’s last meeting, there was a 

request from a resident for a stop sign at Hanover Street and Brentwood Drive.  Chief Brandt 

reviewed this request with one of the officers who is trained to handle PennDOT sign issues.  

One of the main criteria for the placement of the sign would be the occurrence of accidents.  

Chief Brandt noted that there have been no accidents at this intersection for several years, and 

apparently no injury accidents ever.  Since it is very unlikely that this intersection will meet the 

criteria for the requested stop signs, he suggested they not be pursued at this time.  At a previous 

Board meeting, there were also concerns expressed by a resident about student parties at a 

private home in the Eagle Heights area.  The owner, who is renting out the property, was 

contacted and the issue was discussed.  The owner was very cooperative, and there have been no 

problems reported since the contact was made.  Chief Brandt referenced the homicide case that 

was recently closed, with the defendant pleading guilty to third-degree homicide.  Most 

defendants do not generally plead guilty to homicide unless there is a very strong case.  This 

shows the fine work of all the departments involved in this case.   Chief Brant also reminded 

citizens to keep their car doors locked, as there were recently some sporadic thefts from vehicles.  

Trick-or-treat evening went very well, with no complaints reported.  Commissioner Davies stated 

that on Election Day, he was asked why there is not a “school zone” posting on the Lumber 

Street side of the Kunkel Elementary School.  Chief Brandt explained the school zone sign is on 

the front side of the school, which is a state road.  Because there are no walkers to the school, 

there is not a requirement to have one on this side, and probably not the front side either.  

Commissioner Mehaffie stated that he had spoken to this same individual previously, and he 

believes the concern is that there is no warning that the school is there.  Drivers who are 

unfamiliar with the area and traveling up Lumber Street would not even know that there is a 

school ahead.  The Board agreed that it would like to investigate the possibility of having some 

type of “school ahead” signage in this area that would not change speed limits but simply serve 

as a warning.  Sergeant Tingle will be asked to investigate this possibility. 

Public Works Department – Mr. Anderson – reported that equipment maintenance is ongoing, 

with three pieces of equipment experiencing issues.  The John Deere Tractor has a 

brake/hydraulic issue.  The master cylinder was rebuilt, but the problem is back.  The Tiger 

mower had a wheel rim issue which was replaced under warranty.  The Freightliner DEF pump 
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will be fixed under warranty.  Park maintenance is also ongoing.  Playground equipment was 

inspected and repaired.  Fields affected by grubs have been sprayed, winter fertilizer application 

has been completed, and all ballfields have been groomed after the end of season play.   Leaf 

collection started on October 28, and street sweeping continues despite a very limited staff.  

Street light inspections have been completed, and fifteen work orders have been submitted to 

PPL.  The dumpster will be available to residents on December 7, from 8:00 A.M. to noon.  

Woodridge Drive and Blacklatch Lane have been repaved following the sewer repair work.   In 

addition, the section of Fulling Mill Road which was realigned by PennDOT is complete.  The 

GIS Program is also ongoing, with two employees devoted to this task.  Commissioner Mehaffie 

referenced a letter from Barbush Rentals thanking Mr. Anderson and the Public Works 

Department for the fine job it did repaving and addressing the standing water problem.   

Planning and Zoning Report – Ms. Stouffer

 Ms. Stouffer referenced the two agenda items on her report for formal action.  The first is 

approval of a Winter Maintenance Agreement and Release with Campus Heights Associates and 

Lawrence Street Partners, LP for winter maintenance for the relocated portion of Lawrence 

Street during the Winter Season of 2013-2014.  Solicitor Henninger added that this is basically 

the same agreement as last year.  It is his understanding that both parties have already signed off 

on the agreement.  A motion was made by Commissioner Mehaffie, seconded by Commissioner 

Wilt, to approve the Winter Maintenance Agreement and Release with Campus Heights 

 – referenced the Codes, Planning, & Zoning Report 

for the month.  The Planning Commission, at its recent meeting, recommended the Final Lot 

Consolidation and Land Development Plan for Campus Heights Village II for conditional 

approval, given that all comments are resolved before it comes to the Board of Commissioners.   

On October 23, the Zoning Hearing Board heard a request for the second Special Exception for 

the use of Student Housing in a Commercial Neighborhood Zoning District submitted by 

Campus Heights Associates.  This is for the single property that was obtained from Lawrence 

Street Partners (GreenWorks). The Zoning Hearing Board granted the request.  The Zoning 

Hearing Board also heard a second request that evening from the Middletown Area School 

District regarding the number of parking spaces proposed at the New High School.  The Zoning 

Hearing Board also granted this request.  Ms. Stouffer added that the Zoning Hearing Board is 

scheduled to meet again on November 13 to hear a request from Phoenix Contact for additional 

business identification signs.  
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Associates and Lawrence Street Partners, LP for winter maintenance for the relocated portion of 

Lawrence Street during the Winter Season of 2013-2014.  The motion was unanimously 

approved. 

 Ms. Stouffer noted that the second agenda item, an agreement with PPL for an easement 

to include an anchor from an existing utility pole in Memorial Park, is not ready for action 

tonight.  Solicitor Henninger explained that he needs to contact PPL to request some language be 

added regarding the abandoning of lines.  This agreement should be in a position for approval at 

the November 20 legislative meeting. 

  

MANAGER’S REPORT:

 Commissioner Mehaffie referenced previous discussions about prohibiting fireworks in 

Township parks.  There is an ordinance on the books that prohibits the throwing or dropping of 

inflammable materials in Township parks, so any fireworks would be prohibited in the parks.  

When the Township orders new signs for the parks, the signs can add fireworks to the list of 

prohibited activities in the parks.    

  

 As discussed last month, the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission is asking for 

nominations of two representatives to its Commission.  If the Board has any suggested nominees, 

it can vote on them at the November 20 legislative meeting.  Otherwise, Commissioner Mehaffie 

noted that he will assume the Board is agreeable to retaining the current two representatives.   

Also discussed last meeting was the possibility of purchasing new code software this year.   

Don Fure, Building Code Official, has arranged for a 30-trial use of the software.   

 Commissioner Mehaffie referenced discussions by the Board to schedule a Special 

Budget Meeting on December 4 at 6:00 P.M., which would be an hour prior to the regularly 

scheduled workshop meeting.  Marylou Rittner, Financial Administrator, is recommending the 

Board instead schedule the meeting for November 20 at 6:00 P.M., since action to advertise the 

proposed budget needs to be advertised at the Board’s legislative meeting that same evening, 

November 20, in order to allow sufficient time for public inspection.  Ms. Rittner will be in 

attendance of this meeting to answer any questions.  Commissioner Davies stated that he sees no 

problem with this suggestion, and asked that all Board members take a close look at the 

preliminary budget document and contact him with any questions.    Vice President Leonard 

stated that once advertised, it is his understanding that increases to budget figures will require re-
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advertisement.  He asked if these increases are at the gross level or individual account level.  

Solicitor Henninger explained that these would pertain to category increases.  If numbers in the 

advertised budget are deceased, there is no need to re-advertise.  He noted that there is a 20-day 

public inspection period once the preliminary budget is advertised.  The Board expressed no 

objection to scheduling the Special Budget Meeting for November 20, at 6:00 P.M., and  

Ms. Arroyo was directed to advertise the meeting date. 

 Commissioner Mehaffie also referenced information recently placed on the Township’s 

website pertinent to Commissioner DiFrancesco’s concern  with door-to-door solicitation.  Chief 

Brandt explained that door-to-door solicitation permits are usually requested during the spring 

and summer months for things such as magazine and electric sales.  Both do require a permit 

from the Police Department, and anyone conducting door to door sales should be able to produce 

a copy of this permit at the homeowner’s request.  In response to a question from Commissioner 

Davies, Chief Brandt explained that anyone selling a product or service does need a permit.  This 

does not pertain to non-sales activity, such as political or religious activity.   

 Commissioner Mehaffie requested the Board convene into executive session immediately 

upon conclusion of this evening’s meeting in order to discuss a personnel issue.  He also noted 

that the accounting office needs to make some revisions to the bank signature card.  Basically, 

Frank Linn and Harry Krot would be removed, and Commissioner DiFrancesco and 

Commissioner Wilt would be added (all five Commissioners would then be approved signers, as 

well as the Treasurer and Financial Administrator).   A motion was made by Commissioner 

Davies, seconded by Commissioner DiFrancesco, to approve the deposit agreement with Mid 

Penn Bank to delete Frank Linn and Harry Krot, and add Jon Wilt and Dominic DiFrancesco II.  

The motion was unanimously approved. 

  

 Solicitor Henninger reported that the Municipal Authority’s Articles of Incorporation 

were formally amended by the Department of State; the Municipal Authority is now also a 

Stormwater Authority.  As such, at the Authority’s last meeting, it did approve the agreement 

with HRG to GIS the stormwater.    

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

Solicitor Henninger also requested an executive session this evening in order to discuss a 

litigation matter pertinent to the Zoning Hearing Board.   
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 Commissioner Davies noted that he is pleased with the preliminary budget document, and 

again asked all the Commissioners to thoroughly review the document. 

FINAL COMMENTS: 

 Mr. Anderson cautioned the Board and residents that someone is apparently stealing 

storm grates.  Three have been taken thus far.   

 Chief DeHart stated that since it is budget time, he would again ask that the Board 

consider upgrading the Township’s radio system.  The Fire Department and Police Department 

are on the new county system, but the Township employees are not, which creates 

communication problems.  Commissioner Mehaffie agreed to speak to Alan Knoche, EMA 

Coordinator, about this possibility.  Chief DeHart also noted that the county gave all the mobile 

radios of the Police Department and the Fire Department to the Township through the original 

grant award, so the Township technically owns the radios in these vehicles.  The county does not 

maintain these radios, and they are out of warranty.        

 Commissioner Mehaffie again thanked Matt Genesio and Tim Sipe of KGH for the very 

generous donations to the Police Department and Fire Department, and for their partnership with 

the Township. 

  

With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Commissioner Wilt, seconded 

by Commissioner Mehaffie, to adjourn the meeting and convene into executive session.  The 

motion was unanimously approved, and the meeting adjourned at 7:58 P.M. 

ADJOURN AND CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

   

  
ATTEST:  
 
______________________________ 
 Jean R. Arroyo, Recording Secretary  


