
 
M I N U T E S 

 
PUBLIC HEARING – OCTOBER 16, 2013  

       
LOWER SWATARA TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

A Public Hearing of the Lower Swatara Township Board of Commissioners, held at the 
Lower Swatara Township Municipal Building, was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Vice President 
William L. Leonard, Jr.       

 
Roll call was taken with the following officials in attendance: 
 

• William L. Leonard, Vice President  
• Michael J. Davies, Secretary  
• Thomas L. Mehaffie III, Commissioner 
• Jon G. Wilt, Commissioner 
• Dominic D. DiFrancesco II, Commissioner  
• Peter R. Henninger, Township Solicitor 
• Brenda K. Wick, Planning & Zoning Director  
• Jean R. Arroyo, Recording Secretary 

 
          Residents and visitors in attendance: 
 

(PLEASE SEE ATTACHED SIGN-IN SHEET)   
 
 

Vice President Leonard welcomed Nick DiFrancesco, who was recently sworn-in as 

Township Commissioner, to the Board. 

Solicitor Henninger reported that the purpose of this evening’s Public Hearing is to receive 

public comment on a proposed ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the Township of 

Lower Swatara, No. 448, as amended and supplemented, Chapter 27, Zoning , Part 20. General 

Regulations, §27-2008 Yard Regulations, §§D.  Side Yards, to provide that in cases where a corner 

lot is at the intersection of two streets that the side yard abutting any street shall have the width 

equal to the depth of the front yard required in the district and shall be subject to all front yard 

requirements of this Chapter and renumbering additional subsections thereafter.  Solicitor 

Henninger explained that basically, this ordinance provides that on corner lots, there is a front yard 

and the other yards will be viewed as side yards, even though it appears to be a front yard situation.  

Solicitor Henninger added that the proposed ordinance was properly advertised and was 

reviewed and recommended for approval by both the Township Planning Commission and the Dauphin 

County Planning Commission.  The public will now be given an opportunity to comment on the 



 2 

proposed ordinance.  The Board intends to consider it for adoption at this evening’s legislative meeting, 

which will follow this Public Hearing.   

The floor was then opened for public comments. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

 

   None  

 Commissioner Davies questioned if existing improvements/structures in side yards on corner 

lots would be grandfathered.  Solicitor Henninger agreed that they would be allowed to remain.  In 

addition, applications already in process would be allowed to continue under the old ordinance.   

BOARD COMMENTS: 

 

Hearing no further questions or comments, a motion was made by Commissioner Davies, 

seconded by Commissioner Mehaffie, to close the Public Hearing.  The motion was unanimously 

approved, and the Public Hearing was closed at 7:05 P.M. 

CLOSE:    

  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
 Jean R. Arroyo, Recording Secretary 
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