
Lower Swatara Township Residential Pool Specs 

 

In ground pools, on ground pools 24” or more in height, regardless if seasonal, spas and hot tubs require 
a building and zoning permit.  The 2021 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code was adopted January 
1, 2026.  Provide the following information to help facilitate your plan review.  

 

1. Provide plot plan, see attached sample plot plan with the permit application and checklist for 
required information. 

o Include any overhead electric lines within 25’ horizontally of the pools edge.  Provide the 
vertical height of the line from pool.  

o Show distance from water's edge to property lines, 15' minimum required. Provide 
information on example plot plan 

2. Provide the location of the fence and the specs of fence or the following information. 

o Height of fence-minimum height 48" above grade required. 

o Spacing and location of vertical and horizontal members. 

3. Gate Detail 

o Required to be self-closing and latching, open away from pool. 

o Provide detail of latching mechanism per 305.3-305.3.4 of the ISPSC 

4. Electrical detail 

o 1 GFCI receptacle minimum for pool equipment required at least 6’ from the pool/spa/hot 
tub wall 

o 1 general purpose GFCI receptacle is required between 6’ and 20' from pool wall 

o Bonding of pool and equipment required per the 2021 ISPSC or 2020 NEC and pool 
manufacturer specs, which include pumps, metal framing of pool and rebar in surrounding 
concrete 

o Show location of emergency shut off for recirculating or jet systems, air blower systems 

5. Show compliance with the attached section 305.4 for windows and doors when the home is used 
as a barrier. This applies if the fence terminates at the home and does not surround the pool in its 
entirety 

6.   For inground pool, provide specs showing depth, size, ladders and or stairs.   

o Provide specs on anti- entrapment drain cover fittings section 310 
o Inground pools require a 4’ high construction fence surrounding the excavation area and to 

remain until the permanent fence is installed. 305.1.1 



 

On Ground Pool/Spa/Hot Tub  

1. On ground are exempt from the fence requirements if the pool walls are 48” or higher above the 
surrounding grade within 3’ horizontally of the pools edge.  Removable or lockable steps required. 
Provide specification of type of pool ladder.  

2. Hot tubs/spas are exempt from fences if they have a lockable cover. 
3. On ground pools with decks. Decks require a permit with detail, the deck will require the gate and 

guardrails to comply with the fence barrier requirements or the pool and deck are required to be 
enclosed by a pool barrier fence.  

 

Required Inspections 

 

1.  Stakeout/setback inspection 
2. Rough electrical/bonding  
3. Final Electrical 
4. Final inspection-When applicable, fence, door and window alarms, pool ladders and associated 

work are completed. 

Use of the pool prior to a final inspection being completed will result in legal action being taken against 
the homeowner.  
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